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The Crusades
	The Crusades took place between the 11th and 13th centuries and gave an opportunity for Europe to resolve many internal problems. Were the Crusades  simply undertaken for the purpose of taking back the Holy Land and Jerusalem?  

What psychological effects did the Crusades have on European expansion movements in Medieval times?

How did the Crusades affect the Muslim world? 
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By the end of the 10th century the spread of Islam had virtually ceased and in Jerusalem a comparative war free state existed between all religions.  The Muslim Egyptian Arabs  controlled the city but Jews and Christians also lived there under the tolerance of the Islamic faith, and even though viewed as second class citizens the Jews and Christians could attend to their religious rites unimpeded. However the Seljuk Turks of Central Asia  moved into southern Russia and into the northern borders of Syria,  they pushed up against the Christian city of Constantinople.  In 1071 they defeated the Byzantine army at the battle of Manzikert and after several years of trying to preserve the Byzantine Empire the Emperor Alexius of Constantinople sent an urgent message of help to pope Urban II (1088-99) to help save the Christian city of Constantinople and repel the Turks
.  At about the same time the Turks had began ambushing pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem, something that up till then had been a relatively safe undertaking and this had caused concern for the Christian Europeans.

In Europe however the Christian world had split into two main elements " In the middle of the 11th century the Emperor and Bishop of Constantinople had excommunicated the Bishop of Rome (the Pope), who in turn excommunicated them." 
 There was no longer one Holy Roman Empire. One was established at Avignon, in France under Pope Urban II, the other at Constantinople.  Pope Urban II  was seeking some way to strengthen his influence over the Eastern church in Constantinople  and regain support of bishops and cardinals, consequently Pope Urban II saw this request to strengthen his political papal power in the church and also as a means to achieve his objectives (to return the Holy Roman Church to the power it deserved).  The split in the Christian world had weakened the role of the church in medieval society and as a consequence there emerged an anachronistic attitude by the lords and knights, there was no strong emperor 
 and there developed civil unrest and war in Europe.

Europe was in fact in constant turmoil of faction fighting and power struggles.  The church had tried to stem the fighting by the issue of a proclamation called ""Peace of God" which prohibited military operations" 
 Pope Urban II supported this and another similar movement called the "Truce of God"  which was proclaimed to outlaw wars on holy days, the edict that "A Christian who kills another Christian spills the blood of Christ" 
 caused those at war in Europe to reconsider.  The fighting skills of the knights and their vast war experience was suited to the involvement of Christian armies fighting for peace which ideally suited Pope Urban II's plans.  "Henceforth feudal wars are regarded by those who recall them as scandalous wars, as wars which betrayed Christianity" 
  Because fighting against non Christians was supported by the church there became a shift in attitude in that fighting a neighbour was criminal yet fighting another religious group was quite acceptable, "The crusades were seen as a way for the papacy and by extension the clergy in general to gain in practical political authority over the unruly warrior class. Thus the various efforts to enforce the "Truce of God" etc. went right along with promoting crusades." 
  At last the knights could justify exterminating another race of people, all undertaken with the 'blessing of the church'  because now a war was declared to create peace "the Crusade was supposed to secure the Western world a peace which  conciliator decrees were unable to provide." 
 The Crusades therefore would forever change the way people fought, in that it gave a justifiable cause for fighting on religious grounds and made 'Christian' wars a criminal event.  "The Jews were the first to feel the effects of the first Crusade when hundreds were massacred in a pogrom in Vermst in Germany" 
 

Population had been expanding until land became scarce.  Many knights and peasants  roamed Europe as mercenary bands searching for the wealth that others possessed.  "one of the reasons for the perpetual wars between nobles was a real shortage of land."  
 Consequently when the opportunity came to adventure into the East and fight in the name of peace and for Christianity all with the promise of wealth, land and eternal glory, the  knights and lords were ready for just such an opportunity "Knights in France were ready to cast their lot in an expedition that would allow them to gain domains in the Middle East." 
 and they now had an excuse to expand and colonise, all under the name of Christianity;  but so were the peasants. The peasants were either fed up with life in Europe through increased local famine and disease and also saw a need to seek fame and fortune and many were inspired by the crusades simply because it could be no worse than it was in their present situation. "Moreover during the decade 1085-1095 life had been much harder even than usual. Precisely in north-eastern France and western Germany there had been an almost unbroken series of floods, droughts and famines." 
 The world was about to see armies made up not just of soldiers and knights but including masses of people, in effect a colonising army.

So the perfect opportunity had presented itself for Pope Urban II to improve his standing in the Western church hierarchy, and to resolve the fighting in Europe, and to cope with the population's need to expand. In 1095 on the 27th of  November, Pope Urban II presided over the Council of Clermont and at a special announcement, and with an emotional speech, he called the First Crusade into being  "Christians are being oppressed and attacked; the holy places are being defiled; and Jerusalem itself is groaning under the Saracen yoke. The Holy Sepulchre is in Muslim hands. The West must march in defence of the Holy Land. All should go, rich and poor alike. God himself will lead them, for they will be doing His work. There will be absolution and remission of sins for all who die here they are poor and miserable sinners - there they will be rich and happy, true allies of God. Let them march next summer. God wills it! (deus vult)." 

The reaction to the speech was astounding and immediately hundreds took up the cloth which was a red cross on a white banner, the opportunity had been presented to the people of Europe as an anathema for all the struggles that had prevailed upon them.  This 'Crusade idea' greatly appealed to the people of Europe and especially to the lords and knights who saw a primogeniture  future for their sons, at last they could kill pillage and loot all in the name of the Church.  "The dream of liberating Jerusalem and the Holy Land from the infidel and reopening them to Christian pilgrims was reinforced mightily by the lure of new lands and vast wealth." 

In fact by late Summer, 1096 the first Crusade leaders were departing Europe, psychologically the opportunity spread like wildfire and great enthusiasm for the adventure was taken up by rich and poor alike, consequently the first Crusaders were mainly peasants and lowly knights led by Peter the Hermit, however in October 1096 the poorly organised Peasants' Crusade was annihilated in Anatolia by the Turks. In the Spring of 1097 the First Crusade proper was assembling contingents in Constantinople, Alexius had seen that these massive rabble armies were not what he had expected and promptly shipped them on their way, and by the end of April 1097 the first Crusade began the march in Anatolia to Nicaea and on to Jerusalem. 
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The Crusaders fought their way to Jerusalem and as land was captured, several contingencies broke away to form their own empires "A long strip of territory along the eastern Mediterranean shore had been wrestled from Islam and was now divided, according to feudal principles" 
 There were created four Crusader States and the European warring and bickering now recommenced, this time outside of Europe "Crusader States were tormented by rivalries and dissections." 
  Colonialism became a part of European culture and the justification of Christianity became the flag staff that it was right for Europeans to invade and colonise other countries because "it is God's will".

It was not until 1099 that the Crusading army  reached Jerusalem.  After several weeks the walls were breached and on July 15th the Christians entered the holy city. There they murdered every Muslim including women and children  "The crusaders killed all they met, regardless of age, sex or religion. The killing went on all that night and through the next day and into the next night.  When the killing was over, all Muslims and Jews had either been killed or driven out. The crusaders had liberated Jerusalem, but the streets ran with blood" 
 the Jews also fared badly, "Jews who ran to their synagogue, were burnt alive when the building was put to the torch" 
 The Muslims forever changed their view of the Christians and considered the Christians lifelong enemies, never to be trusted ever again. "Never have Muslims been as humiliated. never have their lands been so savagely devastated" 

 The crusades showed that people (complete families went on the crusades)  can be motivated to great sacrifices for money and land especially under the guise of religious and idealistic justification;  however the results of the Crusades themselves were not greatly successful considering the preparation that had gone into them;  the Muslims rallied to retake Jerusalem and after five hundred years of wars the Arabs still controlled the Holy City. 

The shift in the nature of making war, a peoples colonising army and justifiable expansion  had a most radical effect  on European culture;  that it was now justifiable to wage war simply on religious grounds and quite acceptable to take lands of other religious nations in the name of 'God'. Consequently this eased the pressure on  an overpopulated and warring Europe. "This was unity in two areas: unity in the army of Crusaders, composed of contingents from several armies, and unity in the West, which was delivered from its endemic wars" 
 However the church did not gain the reunion that pope Urban II desired "...unity to the Eastern and Western churches. In this regard the Crusade was a total failure, for it confirmed the division which had already long separated the two churches." 
  The attitude of the Jews and Muslims towards Europeans, changed with the Crusades, just as the European peasants and knights attitude changed in their outlook on making war and on colonising other lands and on expanding Europe. 
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